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TOURISM INVESTMENT ATTRACTION UNIT
Mr HOLSWICH: Minister, I want to ask a question about the Tourism Investment Attraction Unit, and in doing
so I refer to question on notice No. 7 and page 5 of the SDS. Can you please outline how the unit is working to
promote investment in tourism and what achievements have been made by the unit to date?
Mrs STUCKEY: I thank the honourable member for the question. The Tourism Investment Attraction Unit is
another initiative that sits under our whole-of-government DestinationQ initiative. As I mentioned earlier, it was
put to great use on the trade mission that I accompanied the Treasurer on to China only a couple of months
ago. Unlike Labor, the LNP is very serious about making Queensland the place to do business again and to
make Queensland the No. 1 tourism destination again. Our goal is to double overnight visitor expenditure to
$30 billion by 2020. That is in line with the national goal so we are working closely on that target. This would
mean growing our workforce, our tourism workforce in particular, by around 35,000 people. It will require an
additional 21,000 international airline movements, which, as honourable members have heard, we are very
close to achieving, and it would need the creation of 13,000 new hotel rooms. As you heard before, we do
need to boost the supply in the Brisbane CBD in particular.
To increase the awareness of tourism investment opportunities and support investors to choose Queensland,
my department is home to this specialised investment unit. We partner with international stakeholders
including Trade Queensland and Austrade to support investment in tourism across Australia. Our activities
include identification and facilitation of private sector investment into new tourism products in the key focus
areas, as I have said, of Brisbane CBD hotels, islands, resorts, ecotourism, leisure and tourism facilities and
short-term accommodation.
Right now on our tourism investment opportunity register we have 107 listed. That is not bad for six months
into a new government. We have the tourism investment forum and we have a tourism investment guide
including, importantly, our online guide. As I mentioned before, the China trip was a catalyst and an
opportunity for our local investors to be able to put their pitch to China. Already 26 firms have participated in
24 domestic and international capital-raising initiatives and presented to over 21 investors.
For the last decade we have not seen any fresh new product. We have not seen any new big tourism
development. In fact, our tourism industry has been referred to as going through an apricot stage. Through this
investment attraction unit housed in my department, we expect to see a resurgence of exciting new projects
throughout Queensland that are going to attract tourists and help us to become No. 1 again.

