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SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL EVENTS
Mr HOLSWICH: I refer to the SDS at page 29 and regional events to highlight Queensland’s cultural and
geographic diversity. How is Events Queensland supporting these regional events?
Mrs STUCKEY: I thank the honourable member for the question. It gives me an opportunity to highlight the
wonderful job that Events Queensland does and the wonderful people we have there. They have an amazing
track record for assisting events in Queensland and importantly our Regional Development Program.
This is an investment program that is designed to extend the flow of economic and social benefits of events to
regional Queensland. Every year there are two rounds of funding. The next one will close in February 2013
and six months after that. The Regional Development Program supports on average some 100 events per
year. I imagine that virtually every person on this committee has been privy to some of those funds for events
in their regions. It covers sporting, arts as well as cultural events.
The regional events are a great source of community pride. They promote the host region to the visitor and
drive visitation that supports local business and importantly local jobs. Our regional events deliver an
economic boost for our regional destinations and keep those valuable tourism dollars in those towns where
they belong. Events Queensland has created the most comprehensive portfolio of supported events of any
state with more than $20 million invested through this program across 918 events since 2001. Some $1.8
million was the total that was distributed to 64 events in round 22 of this program.
These events included the Julia Creek Dirt and Dust Festival. I noticed the temperature out there the other
day. You would need to be ready for that. It was in the high 30s. Other events include the Gold Coast
Bleach—the first of which was held last year—and the Mission Beach Film Festival. Importantly these funds
can be used for a range of activities, including marketing, planning, engagement of specialised personnel and
the hire of temporary infrastructure.
Event organisers can apply for up to 25 per cent of their total event cash budget. The events that have applied
for support under the Regional Development Program must demonstrate how their event generates local
economic activity, enhances the profile and appeal of their destination, attracts external visitation and can
grow into a future event.

