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COMMONWEALTH GAMES LEGACY
Mr HOLSWICH: Minister, I refer to the SDS at page 3 and references there to the Commonwealth Games.
You have talked already about the benefits in the lead-up to the games and the holding of the games
themselves, but can you identify what steps have been taken to ensure that the successful delivery of the
Commonwealth Games provides an ongoing legacy for Queensland?
Mrs STUCKEY: I thank the honourable member for his interest as well and also the commitment he has been
making to small businesses in particular in his electorate. As we all know, small businesses are going to be big
benefactors of this significant international sporting event. It is indeed a unique opportunity for the Gold Coast,
for Queensland and for Australia. I think it is important to remember here that these games are
Commonwealth Games that all of Australia can put its name to that are being held in Queensland and hosted
by Gold Coast city, and sometimes I think that gets lost in the interpretation.
The games will provide all of us with the opportunity to create and build new opportunities. I recently hosted
Prince Imran, who is head of the federation, here in June and the Prince tired of some of the negative press.
He actually made the statement that we do not need a Rolls Royce games; what we need is a Toyota games. I
think maybe somewhere in-between will be what we actually end up with.
What he meant was that we did not want to build white elephants that will not see the participation and
visitation that you would expect to get at Olympic Games venues.
With the man’s experience and that of the board, we took that advice, and that is another reason why we are
being extra careful as we review all of our venues to see that the infrastructure improvements we make to
them are going to be adequate but not something that will not be used in the future. It is critical that we leave a
positive legacy for the Gold Coast after these games, and we fully intend to do that. We are putting together a
games legacy for Queensland document which will outline this vision and I urge everyone to take part in that
and contribute so that we can get a fantastic legacy and put on the best games that the world has seen.

