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RENEWABLE ENERGY SCHEMES
Mr HOLSWICH: Minister, can you advise on the government’s commitment to renewable energy schemes, as
there does not appear to be any direct references to them in the budget papers?
Mr McARDLE: I do thank the member for the question. The former Office of Clean Energy had a number of
measures it reported against to demonstrate the development and facilitation of renewable energy projects.
For the last financial year there were a total of 91 initiatives and projects and the performance indicators for
these included 257 megawatts of new energy generated from renewable energy initiatives and projects which
it was claimed saved an estimated 287,797 tonnes of CO 2 equivalent.
However, the Newman government has concerns about the claims by the former government and in particular
about the cost to consumers about renewable energy projects. One of these is the Solar Bonus Scheme which
paid households a 44c feed-in tariff to install rooftop solar PV. What the former government failed or perhaps
was not willing to understand and admit was that this scheme was unsustainable and the Bligh government
refused to listen to the federal Minister for Energy, Martin Ferguson, who is on record over his concerns about
the scheme.
So as a result of the concerns about the environmental and economic viability of some of the former
government’s renewable energy schemes, the Newman government discontinued a number of those
programs. The ClimateSmart business centre and the Queensland solar hot water rebate were closed in line
with the government’s objective to remove duplication of Commonwealth clean energy initiatives and generate
savings for Queensland that will reduce the state’s debt and bring the budget back into surplus. The closure of
the federal solar hot water rebate resulted in a lower than forecast number of information packs and
applications for the Queensland Solar Hot Water Rebate Scheme.
I am pleased to advise the member that in the coming year I hope to be able to announce a new direction for
renewable energy development following the release of a 30-year energy plan. This will lay the foundations of
a sustainable renewable energy industry and not just feel-good programs designed to chase Green
preferences. I inform the member that I am particularly excited by the 30-year energy plan.
As I said in my opening address, it is very important that we understand that both energy and water are pivotal
to the development of this state, whether it be in the homes that you and I live in or whether it be across
industry sectors from the tip of the cape down to Coolangatta. The fact of energy and water is an integral and,
I would say, pivotal component in the development of this state in time to come. The use of energy, the
sources of energy and the capacity to use energy are boundless and are only guarded or quarantined by our
imagination and desire for research and development.

