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Red tape reductions for property owners getting real
estate back on track
The Newman Government, committed to reducing red tape for property owners and real estate
agents within 30 days of taking power, has acted to implement the change, local MPs said today.
The Minister for Housing and Public Works, Dr Bruce Flegg, required drafting of the necessary
legislative amendments to repeal sustainability declarations which require changes to both the
Building Act 1975 and the Property and Motor Dealers Act 2000.
“These changes will reduce the legislative burden on home owners and the real estate industry and
remove unnecessary time consuming and costly paperwork,” said Mr Trevor Ruthenberg, Member
for Kallangur.
“The Department of Housing and Public Works worked with the Department of Justice and AttorneyGeneral on this matter and these amendments were introduced by the Treasurer in Parliament’s first
sitting on 17th May,” Mr Seath Holswich, Member for Pine Rivers added.
“I am also advised by Minister Flegg that Building Codes Queensland has identified a number of
other potential actions that will help deliver on the Queensland Government’s red tape reduction
program.”
Mr Holswich and Mr Ruthenberg said Building Codes Queensland have been asked to explore a
number of possible red tape reduction proposals including:
•
allowing plumbers to self-certify plumbing work done in existing buildings through a new
notification system
•
reducing the cost of building homes by revising the Water Savings Targets Code roof
catchment requirements and allowing exemptions for small lots
•
setting state-wide standards for building work over or near underground pipe work as well as
simplifying referrals and appeals for non-standard work
•
reducing the costs of complying with pool safety laws by allowing pool safety inspectors to
certify new pool fences for existing swimming pools
•
improving the Queensland Development Code for transport noise corridors to include more
cost effective acceptable solutions
•
removing duplicated assessment processes and clarifying building standards for residential
buildings in bushfire prone areas.
“In response to the Queensland Floods Commission of Inquiry, Building Codes Queensland is
developing a new section in the Queensland Development Code to provide clear and practical
construction standards for building in flood hazard areas,” Mr Ruthenberg said.
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