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CIVIL PARTNERSHIP AMENDMENTS SUPPORTED BY
LOCAL MPs
Amendments to the Civil Partnerships Act 2011 were passed by State Parliament last Thursday,
with the support of local MPs.
“The Newman Government made an election commitment to review the Act, with the possibility of a
repeal or partial repeal of the Act, subject to whether this was legally possible and ensuring that the
legal rights of any parties would not be left uncertain,” Mr Trevor Ruthenberg said.
“The amendments strike a sensible balance between preserving the institution of marriage as a lifelong commitment between a man and a woman under the Marriage Act whilst still retaining the
relationship registration scheme to allow an adult couple to register their relationship to gain legal
recognition of their status, primarily for medical, and financial purposes.”
Mr Seath Holswich pointed out that these amendments bring Queensland into line with other states.
“The amendments ensure that a registered relationship under the new Relationships Act 2011 will
not copy a marriage. The amendments also bring the Act into line with the interstate relationship
registration schemes that exist in New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania, which do not include
provisions for a state-sanctioned ceremony.”
The amendments repeal the provisions of the Act that could be seen to imitate marriage while
retaining the rights of a couple to apply to register their relationship. The amendments:
•

remove the provisions which allow a couple to make a declaration of their intention to enter
into a civil partnership with each other;

•

remove the provisions which allow a person to be registered as a civil partnership notary;

•

amend the termination provisions of the Act to provide that termination of a civil partnership
will no longer be by way of a District Court order but by application to the Registrar-General
of the Registry of Births Deaths and Marriages;

•

change the short title of the Act from ‘Civil Partnerships Act 2011’ to ‘Relationships Act’ and
also change the terms used in the Act from ‘civil partnerships’, ‘civil partners’ and ‘cooling off
period’ to ‘registered relationships’, ‘registered partners’ and ‘registration period’ respectively.
These amendments will more accurately reflect the objective of the legislation to register
relationships for the purposes of legal recognition;

•

preserve the rights of parties to pre-existing registered civil partnerships, while changing the
terminology used to describe the relationship; and

•

make consequential amendments to various Acts and Regulations as a result of the above
amendments.
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