SEATH HOLSWICH MP – STATE MEMBER FOR PINE RIVERS

MEDIA RELEASE

18th June 2012

LESSON IN ACQUIRED BRAIN INJURIES FOR PINE
RIVERS MP
Pine Rivers MP, Mr Seath Holswich, last week learnt firsthand the difficulties faced by families who
have been impacted by acquired brain injuries.
Mr Holswich spent the time with the families as part of his commitment to spend a day in the life of
sections of his community every quarter.
Mr Holswich had the opportunity to meet with families in different situations, with one having a loved
one in a full time care and rehabilitation facility and the other having finished their stay in a
rehabilitation facility and have now returned to the family home.
“The daily challenges faced by people with acquired brain injury and their families are so much more
than I could have ever imagined,” Mr Holswich said. “This experience has given me a heightened
level of respect for the family members and carers of those who suffer from such terrible disabilities.”
“It has also given me a better understanding of the areas where we as a society fail those with
disabilities.”
“Whilst a lot of the failures revolve around inadequate funding, there is also a general lack of
understanding about the pressures placed on a family who are caring for a loved one with a
disability.”
“Caring can place great strains on a family. If a loved one requires 6 to 8 hours of physiotherapy
each and every day and funding is only available for a few hours per week, then this responsibility
falls squarely back to the family.”
Mr Holswich also spoke with carers and therapists about their role in the on-going rehabilitation
process and the deficiencies in our healthcare system.
Any Pine Rivers residents who wish to support families with acquired brain injuries should contact
Brainwaves Acquired Brain Injury Community Resource & Therapy Centre at
info@brainwaves.org.au or visit their website at www.brainwaves.org.au
Mr Holswich will continue his “Day in the Life of” commitment in coming months and is keen to
receive suggestions for suitable future opportunities.
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