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EMERGENCY SERVICES
I would like to take this opportunity in the middle of Get Ready Week to encourage the residents and
business owners of the Pine Rivers electorate to do exactly that: to get ready for the summer ahead.
I think this is a fantastic initiative and an opportune time for us to prepare for whatever this summer
might have in for store for us.
Like many parts of Queensland, in recent years the Pine Rivers electorate has been hit hard by
natural disasters. In January 2011, many parts of Queensland experienced flooding. The township
of Dayboro experienced flash flooding. A lot of the township went under water. On that same day,
the South Pine River system and the North Pine River system and many of the other waterways in
the area caused some severe flooding in the area and, of course, led to the damage and eventual
demolition of the A.J. Wyllie Bridge. Last year, many households and businesses in my area
suffered from the storms on Australia Day and only this last week there has been a grassfire at
Kurwongbah, which is a timely reminder for people to be prepared for what this summer might have
in store.
My electorate has fantastic emergency services and emergency volunteers. I would like to thank
them for that. Last week the member for Kallangur, the Assistant Minister for Emergency Volunteers
and I had the pleasure to be at the Petrie SES to officially hand over a new $51,000 flood boat. It
was fantastic to be able to catch up with the volunteers and to hear that they are already indeed all
ready for the summer ahead.
Recently, it was also great to catch up with the rural fire brigades in my electorate at Ocean View,
Dayboro, Kobble Creek and Clear Mountain. It is certainly great to talk to those crews and hear
about their preparations for whatever might happen in summer. It has certainly been a pleasure to
support them today, as my colleagues have, by wearing the yellow ribbon in parliament.
As good as our emergency services and our emergency volunteers are, we cannot leave it up to
them to be responsible for the preparations for summer. I encourage all residents and business
owners in the Pine Rivers electorate, as the campaign says, to get ready and be prepared for
whatever this summer has in store.

