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EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES BILL 2013
I rise to offer a contribution to the debate on the Education and Care Services Bill 2013 which will
repeal the Child Care Act 2002. As has been noted by previous speakers, the Child Care Act and
regulations were due for review in accordance with Queensland government policy, so this is
certainly a timely bill.
I am a big fan of common sense legislation that lessens administrative burdens whilst maintaining
high standards in any particular industry and this bill certainly falls into that category.
This bill captures 66 services across Queensland, or two per cent of service providers, services for
which the provisions of the Education and Care Services National Law (Queensland) Act 2011 have
been considered inappropriate. These services include limited hours care services, some services
that cater specifically for children with a disability, such as children with autism, and occasional care
services, as well as some services that are fully Commonwealth funded and operate in Indigenous
communities. Most of the 66 services are small-scale services servicing regional and remote areas.
The elements of the National Law that are not considered appropriate relate to staff requirements
and staff qualifications, as well as the system of rating and assessing against national standards. I
have taken a particular interest in this bill because it will impact, amongst those 66, the AEIOU
childcare centre at Bray Park in my electorate. I have had the opportunity to witness firsthand the
outstanding service delivered by staff at AEIOU Bray Park and I am pleased to see that this bill will
provide tangible benefits to their centre, particularly in the area of red tape reduction and reduced
compliance burdens.
As stated in the introduction of the committee’s report on this bill, this bill will reduce red tape by
adopting the perpetual approval system in line with the national law. This will replace the current
requirement to reapply for a licence every three years. It will also reduce the compliance burden for
care providers who also operate services under the national law and it will reduce complexities for
department officials who regulate services operating under both regulatory frameworks by adopting
similar processes and terminology to the national law.
I am pleased to see that there has been widespread consultation on the changes proposed in this
bill and I note that given that this only impacts 66 services state-wide, the department has had the
opportunity to consult with each and every impacted service. It is also pleasing to note that most
respondents during consultation were supportive of the approach being taken by this bill.
The changes being made to qualification standards for staff are also important inclusions. These
changes recognise the remote nature of many of the services, with some on the list located in parts
of Queensland such as Palm Island, Quilpie, Woorabinda, Doomadgee and Surat.

It recognises that it is not always possible to staff centres with directors who have the advanced
diploma qualification. It also recognises that, if a service were suspended in one of those locations
because a director did not have an appropriate level of qualification, it would have serious
ramifications for the provision of care in those places. It is not like suburban Bray Park or Strathpine,
where there are multiple service providers in a small area. In many instances, those are the only
service providers in a region and to suspend their services would cause significant issues for
parents who have no other care option available.
I also briefly mention the provisions for providers to run temporary services, particularly in the case
of significant natural disasters. It is noted that under the national law there is no provision for
responding to incidents were services have had to close down due to a natural disaster, but there is
still a need and a demand for care to be provided for those children attached to the service that has
been forced to close down. Provisions in this bill will allow services to more easily relocate into
temporary facilities, to ensure that appropriate levels of care can be maintained during the recovery
from a natural disaster. Again, this is a common-sense approach and obviously an important lesson
that has been learnt out of Queensland’s recent natural disasters.
This bill takes the best of the national law and applies it to that two per cent of services while
maintaining flexibility in the way services are operated and delivered for centres such as the AEIOU
centre at Bray Park. This bill strikes a balance, takes a common-sense approach and provides
additional certainty for the affected services.
I commend the minister and his staff for bringing forward this bill and I am pleased to commend the
bill to the House.

