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PINE RIVERS TOURISM INDUSTRY
Recently I had the opportunity to attend the second DestinationQ tourism conference on the Gold
Coast. It was an honour to attend in support of the Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small
Business and the Commonwealth Games, along with the Premier, ministers and other government
members who attended and addressed the conference.
As I talked with conference delegates who had gathered from all across Queensland, many told me
they were impressed with the action the government had taken since the inaugural DestinationQ
conference in Cairns last year. It is quite a sad indictment on the former Queensland government
that tourism industry delegates were somewhat surprised and very pleased that each minister
present gave a report on what had been achieved in his or her portfolio towards building a stronger
tourism industry. Obviously they are not used to that level of accountability from their state
government, which says a lot about the treatment tourism was given under the former government.
Delegates were also particularly pleased to have unfiltered access to half a dozen ministers through
a question-and-answer session, as well as over meal breaks. These actions reaffirm our
government's commitment to openness, accountability and availability to the tourism industry.
Events such as DestinationQ and the actions that arise out of them are critically important for the
growth of the tourism industry in electorates such as Pine Rivers.
Drive tourism is the lifeblood of tourism in a region such as Pine Rivers and the strategy outlined in
the recently released Queensland Drive Tourism Strategy Action Plan is important for tourism in our
region. Actions such as the streamlining of tourism road signage policies, providing additional
funding to the dump-point program and maximising the use of digital technologies to promote drive
tourism will provide direct benefit to businesses in Dayboro, Ocean View, Clear Mountain and
surrounds.
Last week, my wife and I hosted a friend who was visiting us from London. We took great delight in
showing her the sights around the Pine Rivers region such as Old Petrie Town, Lake Samsonvale,
the Dayboro township and Ocean View Estate Winery. I apologise to the Minister for Environment
that on that occasion we did not get as far as Mount Mee. Those beautiful aspects of the Pine Rivers
region thoroughly impressed our visiting Londoner, as I knew they would.
It is my goal to continue to work with and on behalf of Pine Rivers tourism operators to ensure
increasing numbers of visitors, both domestic and international, get the opportunity to enjoy our
beautiful part of this great state.
I am committed to building a better Pine Rivers and building a stronger Pine Rivers tourism industry,
because a strong local tourism industry means more local jobs for Pine Rivers residents. The
actions and industry momentum that have come out of DestinationQ, both last year and this year,
will be of great benefit to Pine Rivers and highlight our government's commitment to the important
tourism pillar of our great state's economy.

