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BRISBANE WRITERS FESTIVAL LAUNCH
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, it is a pleasure to be here to celebrate the launch of the
2013 Brisbane Writers Festival on behalf of the Premier of Queensland, The Hon Campbell
Newman, who sends his apologies and best wishes for tonight’s launch.
I wish to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land we meet on tonight, and pay my respects to
their elders past and present. I also wish to acknowledge the significant contribution Indigenous
Australians make to arts and culture in Australia. Our Indigenous culture is one we can rightfully be
proud of and our nation would be a poorer place without our Indigenous artists and culture.
The Brisbane Writers Festival is truly one of the most popular events on Queensland’s festival
calendar, as is evidenced by the outstanding attendance this evening.
It also says something about the popularity of this festival that it has now clocked up 51 years and
attracts around 35,000 people to its programs and events each year. Also, the calibre of Australian
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thoroughly enjoyed. It is important we ensure regional Queensland has access and exposure to arts
and culture through visits such as that one. This festival encourages and inspires artists and aspiring
artists from all across Queensland to go back to their region, their pocket of the state, and continue
to be creative and inspire others.
Queensland is a great state with great opportunity and the arts sector has an important role to play
in Queensland’s future.
In closing, and on behalf of The Hon Campbell Newman, Premier of Queensland, I would like to
congratulate Festival Director Kate Eltham and the team who have worked so hard to put together
such an outstanding festival. It is my pleasure to officially launch the 2013 Brisbane Writers Festival
and I wish you every success for the remainder of the festival.

