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BRISBRICKS PINE RIVERS LEGO EXPO
One of the great privileges of serving the Pine Rivers community in this role is the opportunity to
organise major events that provide outstanding benefits for my local community. It was my great
pleasure to recently host and sponsor the inaugural BrisBricks Pine Rivers Lego Expo at the
Strathpine Community Centre. As many members know, I am a big fan of the little plastic brick from
Denmark, but I am equally a fan of the benefits that Lego brought to the Pine Rivers community on
15 and 16 June this year.
The inaugural Pine Rivers expo saw almost 7,000 people attend over the weekend. Many attendees
were local, however some came from as far as Gympie, Toowoomba, Tweed Heads, Cleveland,
Kingaroy and Glen Innes to attend the expo. This fantastic attendance, which exceeded all
expectations, enabled benefits to flow on to many parts of the Pine Rivers community.
Local accommodation providers were stretched to capacity with exhibitors and attendees staying for
the weekend. Several local businesses had opportunities to sponsor the expo and gain widespread
exposure for their businesses across South-East Queensland and beyond. Other local businesses
had the opportunity to sell goods at the expo and reported excellent sales across the weekend.
Proceeds from admission fees benefitted the Pine Rivers Neighbourhood Centre. It was my
pleasure last week to hand over, along with representatives of BrisBricks, a cheque for $13,000 to
the neighbourhood centre. This donation will go towards funding the Kids Friends Mentoring
Program—a program designed to link at-risk youth with adult mentors. It is a valuable program and
this donation will be enough to fund that program for at least the next 12 months. Prior to the 2012
election I committed to finding funding for this program, and I am pleased to be able to say that I
have delivered on that commitment.
Two local primary schools had the opportunity to run a sausage sizzles at the expo and between
them they raised $4,000 for their student councils and parents and citizens associations.
The absolute highlight of the weekend though was the closed session for children with autism and
their families. Around 170 people attended this session and parents and carers were truly
appreciative of the opportunity to bring their children to a safe environment, to enjoy the Lego
displays and to build their own creations. Minister Davis attended this session and was able to see
firsthand the amazing impact it had on those families.
It was also an honour for the federal member for Dickson, the Hon. Peter Dutton, and I to sponsor
the autism community session and to refund the entry fees to everyone who attended the session.
The BrisBricks Pine Rivers Lego Expo delivered on my commitment to boost tourism in Pine Rivers.
It also delivered on my commitment to assist families with cost-of-living pressures by providing a
cost-effective, entertaining day out for families.

The expo will be returning on the June long weekend in 2014. I look forward to it becoming an
annual event on the Pine Rivers calendar. This expo is yet another example of how I am working
hard every day to build a better Pine Rivers.

