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DAM WATER RELEASES – JANUARY 2013
Mr HOLSWICH: Minister, I want to talk about the weather situation and the rising dam levels in January of this
year in North Pine, Wivenhoe and Somerset dams. To use the North Pine Dam example, there were similar
rainfall numbers this year as there were, say, in 2011 when we had a similar situation and yet the downstream
impact was completely different this year compared to 2011. What steps did you take as minister to approach
this issue of dam levels and dam releases? How did that differ from what had been done in the past?
Mr McARDLE: I want to be fairly careful here, because there could well be litigation in regard to 2011. It may
still be filed against the government, which we are at this point in time. Can I make a point, however. One of
the things that I think this government did very successfully was combine the water entities into the new
Seqwater. In days gone by, I am reliably informed that to get a drop in the full-supply level the documentation
took up to about two weeks to reach the minister. What we did, under the control of my DG Jon Black, is cut
that down to 12 hours. So we can now get a report on the full-supply levels and temporary full-supply levels
within 12 hours.
We were notified by the Bureau of Meteorology that there was likely to be a major weather event coming down
the coast. Oswald was a cyclone. I have lived here all my life. I have never seen a cyclone come inside across
land and cut down like that. I have seen them come in and out but never travel down the coast as this one did.
We were advised, I think—I might be wrong here—on the Wednesday morning that that was going to be a
problem. I then contacted my director-general and we started the procedure, in conjunction with Seqwater, to
look at what temporary full-supply levels should be. At that point in time the dams were around about 91 per
cent—Wivenhoe and Somerset. I do not recall North Pine at the relevant time. It would have been about that I
think as well. That documentation advised that we could get the dam levels down to 88 per cent. We knew we
had only a couple of days before the deluge hit and the water started to flow into the catchment of Wivenhoe
and Somerset and then create a problem if we were still letting water out of the dam at that point in time. So
we took the full-supply level advice and I made the determination of 88 per cent. That water got away in time.
The gates, if I can use the word, were then closed and that allowed the water from Lockyer Creek in the
Lowood area to flow through into the Brisbane River and there was then no other water coming out of
Wivenhoe to supplement that flow. That, I have been advised, reduced dramatically the actual water that
flowed into the Brisbane River past Moggill and also past the Brisbane gauge by, I think, about half a metre to
a metre at different points. That would have been the difference between a flood and no flood.
Again, I want to congratulate Seqwater. I want to congratulate my director-general and his team. Those two
teams did very well. I also want to congratulate Mr Ken Sedgwick, who is the DDG of Water, and also Mr
Anthony Jones of my office, because in that time line we had regular meetings—two or three meetings per
day—with Seqwater in my office and we got to understand what they were saying and we got to understand
what they could do with these dams. Together I think we formed a pretty good team, and the outcome may
well have been quite different without that arrangement being put in place at 12 hours turnaround time.

