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FATALITY FREE FRIDAY
In the lead-up to Fatality Free Friday last week, we saw a tragic reminder of the need for increased
road safety measures in the Pine Rivers police district. Just before midnight on Wednesday, 29 May,
a car travelling on the Anzac Avenue off-ramp from the Bruce Highway at Murrumba Downs collided
with a guardrail and crashed into an embankment, resulting in a 15-year-old boy dying at the scene.
In the lead-up to Fatality Free Friday, this was indeed a shocking reminder of the need for motorists
to be vigilant in observing the Fatal Five on our roads—speeding, drink and drug driving, failing to
wear a seatbelt, driving while fatigued, and distraction and inattention.
The member for Kallangur and myself, along with the Pine Rivers police district, ran a series of road
safety campaign events in the lead-up to Fatality Free Friday to remind residents in our
electorates of the need for us all to take responsibility when on our roads.
I want to express my thanks to Superintendent Mick O’Dowd, Inspector Lee Jeffries, Petrie station
officer in charge Senior Sergeant Lukia Serafim, Pine Rivers traffic branch officer in charge Senior
Sergeant Bryan Eaton and all district officers and staff for their assistance in communicating the
road safety message last week throughout the Pine Rivers and Kallangur electorates and in helping
to organise our various activities.
As part of our campaign we held a number of activities, the most impacting of which was an empty
shoes display at Pine Rivers State High School on Fatality Free Friday. Students were captivated
and shocked by the sight of the 279 pairs of shoes that were spread across the school’s basketball
court, each pair of shoes representing a life that was lost on Queensland roads in 2012.
Also in the lead-up to Fatality Free Friday, the Minister for Police and Community Safety and I
launched the Pine Rivers Hoon Watch program. Hoon Watch is all about asking our local community
to assist our police by reporting hooning behaviour on our roads. I urge all Pine Rivers residents to
report hooning when it happens so that our local police know the streets and the days and the times
so they can target this dangerous driving behaviour.
It was also a pleasure to be joined at the Hoon Watch launch by Mrs Sharyn Littler, President of the
Australian Confederation of Motor Clubs, who added the support of car enthusiasts to the message
that hooning behaviour will not be tolerated on our streets.
To further reinforce the road safety message, there were also variable messaging signs carrying
Fatal Five messaging throughout the region for the week, road safety shopping centre displays and
a Fatality Free Friday lunch, where we were joined by the Minister for Transport and Main Roads.
Road safety is everyone’s responsibility and I hope that the activities of the past weeks have
reinforced that message for the Pine Rivers community.

