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PINE RIVERS BUSINESSES
Over the past 14 months in this role and indeed over the past few years, it has been an amazing
honour to get to know the Pine Rivers business community. I am enjoying getting to know the fine
business owners and managers and employees at so many of our local businesses and enjoying the
challenge of working with them to push through some of the issues that their businesses have been
facing and issues that our region as a whole has been facing.
My commitment to my electorate is that I am in this place to help build a better Pine Rivers. The
bedrock of building a better Pine Rivers is ensuring we have a strong, thriving business community.
As our government focuses on building a four-pillar economy based around construction, resources,
agriculture and tourism, Pine Rivers is ideally positioned to benefit from this emphasis.
In recent months, I have undertaken a number of initiatives to assist Pine Rivers businesses and to
help strengthen government engagement with our business community.
I am working with Gympie Road businesses at Strathpine to help develop strategies towards a
renewal of the Gympie Road precinct and an increase in customer numbers and ultimately jobs. We
need to make Strathpine a destination of choice again. My Strathpine business forum on 6 May was
the first step in that direction.
As well as that, Peter Dutton, the federal member for Dickson, and I are leading the campaign for
more reliable high-speed broadband internet for businesses in Brendale and Strathpine and are
currently circulating a petition to champion that cause.
I recently launched Pine Rivers Business News, a quarterly business newsletter to keep local
businesses up-to-date with government initiatives and programs that will benefit them and help them
grow and be successful. The first edition has been received well by local businesses.
To allow businesses an additional opportunity to connect with our government, I also recently
launched the Pine Rivers business survey. This survey gives local businesses another avenue to
have their say about issues that are important to their business and our community as a whole.
I also look forward later this year to running the third annual 100% Local Christmas Challenge,
which is a buy local campaign that has been highly successful, as well as the careers expo planned
for later this year and providing on-going assistance to local tourism operators.
Pine Rivers is well positioned to develop into a future economic powerhouse. Now is the time for
Pine Rivers businesses to build on the successes of the past, to put some of the recent blips and
dips behind us, to take stock of where we are at, to plan for future growth, then to launch ourselves

into a future where the Pine Rivers economy is once again a thriving, successful economy with an
abundance of employment opportunities.
Pine Rivers is a great region, with great opportunities. I look forward to continuing to work closely
with local businesses in these and other ways as we get on with the job of building a better Pine
Rivers.

