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Today I rise to offer a short contribution in support of the Liquor and Gaming (Red Tape Reduction)
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2013. As the title of the bill suggests, the overarching purpose
of this legislation is to reduce red tape. It has certainly been one of the hallmarks of the Newman
government in its first 14 months that we have unapologetically sought out ways to reduce red tape
right across government—whether it is unnecessary red tape that is choking businesses or
households or individuals or community groups—and again we see that as a key purpose of the bill
before us today.
This bill in focusing on the liquor and gaming industry seeks to streamline processes across the
industry. I note that the Attorney-General intends to implement red-tape reduction across this
industry in multiple phases and that this is the first significant phase in that process.
Some of the areas of red-tape reduction addressed by this bill are exempting low-risk community
organisations from requiring a permit to conduct not-for-profit events; reducing the regulatory burden
for low-risk premises; removing renewal requirements for clubs and hotels with gaming machine
licences; removing state approvals for trainers of responsible service of alcohol and responsible
service of gambling courses; as well as a number of other issues pertaining to casinos and gaming
machine operators.
I note and certainly commend the Attorney-General for the extensive background work that has
been undertake on liquor and gaming reforms prior to this legislation being introduced into the
parliament, and certainly since then as well. This includes the appointment of an expert panel in late
2012 comprising business and community representatives to review liquor licensing and gaming
laws and red tape. We also saw the issuing of a paper titled `Red tape reduction and other reform
proposals for regulation of liquor and gaming—discussion paper' in early 2013 calling for community
and industry input. It is always refreshing to see such genuine consultation and engagement taking
place on such important issues.
In my brief contribution to this debate I want to concentrate on two aspects of this legislation that
have a direct impact on the Pine Rivers electorate. The first is the removal of the requirement for
certain not-for-profit organisations to apply for a community liquor permit in certain circumstances.
The objective of this change is to repeal the rather onerous legislative requirements that are too
often placed on community organisations when they are conducting low-risk activities such as
school fetes, trivia nights and sausage sizzles.
It was interesting to read some of the background statistics about community liquor permits. As
some of my colleagues have already mentioned, during the 2012 calendar year 6,774 community

liquor permits were applied for and not a single one was rejected. In fact, the statistics show that
only nine applications have been rejected in total since 2009. The department anticipates that this
amendment alone will reduce the required applications by around 4,000 per year, meaning a
significant saving of time for each of those 4,000 community event organisers as well as a saving of
$57 each in not having to pay the permit application fee for each of those community organisations
and events. I have no doubt that the P&Cs, the Rotary clubs and the sporting clubs in the Pine
Rivers electorate will be pleased at both the time saving as well as the extra $57 staying in their
bank accounts.
Importantly, though, this legislative change will not mean that it is open slather for community groups
to organise alcohol charged community events. Whilst qualifying events will now be exempt from
things such as having to apply for a permit, pay the $57 fee, provide a defined area for the
consumption of alcohol, have staff trained in the responsible service of alcohol, provide security or
have restrictions on the type of liquor able to be sold, there are still responsibilities imposed on event
organisers. These responsibilities include ensuring that the sale is made by an adult, that the sale is
for consumption at the event, that the sale is not to a minor or to an excessively intoxicated person,
that the organisation does not encourage excessive consumption of alcohol, and that the
organisation is providing a safe environment in and around the event.
Once again, as is the common theme through all of the legislation that the Newman government
puts through this parliament, these are common-sense amendments aimed at assisting community
organisations with lowering their overheads and minimising the time spent in unnecessary
administrative processes.
The second aspect of this legislation that I want to touch on briefly is the red-tape reduction this bill
provides to clubs and hotels. One element of these changes is that there are currently arbitrary time
limits in place for the installation of gaming machines in hotels and clubs. Legislation mandates that
gaming machines must be installed within two years from when a gaming machine licence is
granted and, if the licensee has not installed the approved number of gaming machines within that
time frame, the approval lapses and any surplus gaming machine entitlements are forfeited to the
state with no recourse for compensation for the licensee. Given the involved and often lengthy
processes involved once a licensee receives approval, removing these arbitrary time limits for
installing gaming machines will provide licensees with a greater level of certainty and flexibility as
they seek to acquire and install gaming machines. It will also allow licensees to undertake the
necessary preparatory work such as renovating premises to accommodate new gaming machines
without fear of that time frame expiring.
There are numerous other benefits for clubs and hotels as well, all of which will provide significant
red-tape reduction for these businesses, allowing them to focus on their core business rather than
wading through excessive red tape. Whilst I am certainly on record as being not a massive fan of the
one-arm bandits and particular gaming machines or the impact that they can have on individuals in
our society who have a tendency to have gambling addictions, I certainly am a fan of reducing red
tape for businesses and community groups, and anything we can do to reduce that burden on
businesses and community groups is certainly beneficial.
As I said earlier in my contribution, these are common-sense amendments that will provide
significant red-tape reduction to clubs and hotels as well as many local community organisations.
Dare I say that these changes are about freedom—freedom from red tape for businesses and
freedom from red tape for community organisations. I think it is vitally important that we remove the
red-tape foot on the throat that for too long has been choking many community organisations. It is a
struggle for many small local community organisations to find and retain volunteers, so anything that
we can do to lessen the administrative workload for our committed community volunteers is a step in
the right direction.
I commend the bill to the House.

