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ANZAC DAY
Last week I attended a number of Anzac Day services across the Pine Rivers electorate. There
were a phenomenal number of people attending the local services on Anzac Day. The Bray ParkStrathpine RSL commented that people were turning up as early as 4 am to get the best spots for
the 5.30 dawn service. It was one of their largest crowds ever.
I then had the privilege, along with the members from Murrumba and Kallangur, of taking my place
with the official party and observing the spectacular sight of the traditional Anzac Day march along
Anzac Avenue through Kallangur. I first attended this parade as a spectator back in approximately
2004. It has been amazing to see the growth in both the number of participants and the number of
spectators at this march over the past decade. Every school in the Pine Rivers electorate was well
represented by students, teachers and parents marching in the parade. The only exception was
Dayboro State School, which, I am told, was well represented in the Dayboro Anzac Day parade. It
was also good to see other community groups marching such as the local Scouts and Guides, SES
workers, rural firies and the Pine Rivers Salvos. For me it brought back memories of marching with
the Salvation Army brass band in my teenage years in various Anzac marches throughout Brisbane.
The applause and appreciation expressed for students and community groups by the gathered
crowd was well and truly surpassed by the almost deafening cheers and appreciation shown as
veterans and our armed forces representatives marched past. It was heartening to see the high level
of respect which our armed forces personnel were shown and the high regard in which they are held
by our community. The service that followed the parade also had record crowds, with an estimated
5,000 people attending the Pine Rivers RSL service.
I was reflecting with one of our local Moreton Bay councillors about the growing crowd numbers. We
were both of the opinion that one of the reasons for the growing interest in Anzac Day services and
parades is the exceptional Anzac services which are being held by our schools each year. This year
I had the opportunity to attend Anzac services at Bray Park High, Pine Rivers High, Strathpine West
State School and Genesis Christian College. Each of those services was highly professional, well
led by the student leaders and full of emotion. I would like to give special mention to the Strathpine
West State School choir, which sang beautiful renditions of several Anzac themed songs as part of
their school service.
We have a new generation of children who are being personally touched by war and conflict. A
number of them have had mothers, fathers, older siblings or family friends serving—or who have
served—our country in recent years in various deployments across the globe. Whilst in years past
there may have been concerns that the Anzac legend could eventually die out, it is clear to me that
there is no such danger. This year’s Anzac Day in Pine Rivers was comprehensive proof that the
Anzac spirit is alive and well.

