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BUILDING PINE RIVERS’ ECONOMIC FUTURE
Over the past 13 months in this role, and indeed over the past few years, it has been an amazing
honour to get to know the Pine Rivers business community.
I am enjoying getting to know the fine business owners and managers and employees at so many of
our local businesses and enjoying the challenge of working with you to push through some of the
issues your individual businesses have been facing and issues that our region as a whole has been
facing.
There’s no denying that many businesses in Pine Rivers have been doing it tough in recent years:
 we’ve seen a general downturn in retail sales;
 the rise of online retailing;
 the emergence of nearby business hubs such as North Lakes;
 two years of heartache after the destruction of the AJ Wyllie Bridge;
 red and green tape strangling many businesses – and the list could go on.
But I’m of the firm belief that the best years for Pine Rivers businesses and the Pine Rivers
economy still lie ahead of us. We have just too many aces in our deck to deny that we can again
become a powerhouse of the Queensland economy:
 just look at our proximity to Brisbane’s airport and port;
 we’re positioned around the major north south rail line with the Redcliffe rail link now just a
couple of years away;
 we have a strong core of committed, successful local business owners;
 we have a Chamber of Commerce that I believe has been reinvigorated in the past 12
months and is a strong advocate for local businesses;
 and importantly, we have a government now who understands small business, who
understands local business, who is listening and who is acting to ensure Queensland
businesses have every opportunity to succeed.
My commitment to Pine Rivers is that I am here to build a better Pine Rivers and the bedrock of
building a better Pine Rivers is ensuring we have a strong, thriving business community.
Nothing will build our community more effectively than strong businesses bringing more jobs into our
region.
Pine Rivers has an important role to play in building Queensland’s four pillar economy.
If we are to see 4% unemployment in Queensland, as is the goal of our government, there needs to
be significant job creation in Pine Rivers.

As our government focuses on building a four pillar economy based around construction, resources,
agriculture and tourism, Pine Rivers is ideally positioned to benefit from this emphasis.
According to ABS figures, 23% of businesses in Pine Rivers are in the construction industry. As our
government unlocks the potential of Queensland’s construction industry, we are well positioned to
cash in on that growth.
The resources sector will continue to be a key pillar of Queensland’s economy for decades to come,
and we have local businesses who are already playing a key role in providing infrastructure and
knowledge to support this sector.
Whilst agriculture might not be the backbone of the Pine Rivers economy, generations of locals have
made a living on the land and if we have any chance of meeting our government’s target of doubling
Queensland’s food production by 2040, then we need to encourage a strong agricultural sector in
Pine Rivers, particularly in the Dayboro region.
The final pillar of the four pillars, and the pillar I believe is untapped gold in Pine Rivers, is tourism:
 we have such extensive natural beauty - places such as D’Aguilar National Park, Lake
Samsonvale and Lake Kurwongbah;
 we are unique amongst many areas in that we still have reasonably strong local koala
populations;
 We have the beautiful township of Dayboro;
 World class venues such as the Eatons Hill Hotel;
 An award winning winery at Ocean View Estate Winery and numerous B&B’s, farmstays and
Old Petrie Town
I believe that we have the potential to become a well-known, well-loved tourism destination and to
see many more tourism jobs in Pine Rivers.
I see some great opportunities for the economy in the months, years and decades to come:


Brendale, more than ever, is positioned for growth. Strategically, Brendale Industrial Precinct
is in an ideal location and as we see businesses such as Aldi committing to this area – with
construction soon to commence on their 50,000 sqm distribution centre, that will ultimately
employ close to 300 people – I firmly believe that the growth and renewal of Brendale holds
the key to the successful economic future of Pine Rivers.



Tourism, as I have already mentioned, is untapped potential in our region. There are some
exciting plans in the pipeline for our region and opportunities close to coming to fruition that
will help to put Pine Rivers on the map again:
o
o
o



as a tourism destination of choice,
as a business conference destination of choice,
as a wedding destination of choice, to name a few.

Strathpine was once the jewel of the outer north of Brisbane. It was the major hub between
Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast. It may have lost some of that gloss over the years, but
with exciting projects on the horizon such as Council’s Gateway Project and the Strathpine
Master Plan, again, the possibilities for Strathpine are limited only by our imagination and our
willingness to put our shoulder to the wheel and put in some hard work. Strathpine can easily
become a highly regarded destination again.

What I want to share with you very briefly tonight is that I am 100% committed to helping Pine Rivers
become an economic powerhouse once again.
I am committed to action.

I am committed to local businesses.
Let me briefly run though a few of the ways I’m currently working to assist our local businesses:
•
Since 2011, Trevor Ruthenberg and I have run the 100% Local Christmas Challenge and will
continue to encourage local residents to shop locally through this campaign – with an expanded
campaign later this year. We will also be rolling out our government’s “Think Queensland, Buy
Locally” campaign in coming months.
My emphasis for the remainder of 2013 will be to get more locals shopping locally.
In 2014 I intend to turn my attention to ways I can help our local businesses attract more customers
from other areas – to bring more dollars in from people who don’t live locally.
•
I am working with Gympie Rd businesses at Strathpine to develop strategies towards a
renewal of the Gympie Rd precinct and an increase in customer numbers. We need to make
Strathpine a destination again and my Forum on 6th May – there are flyers on your tables tonight
about this – is one small step in that direction.
•
Along with Peter Dutton, I am leading the campaign for more reliable broadband internet for
businesses in Brendale and Strathpine.
•
I have established a Tourism Working Group in the Dayboro region and am working through
an action plan to develop our region’s tourism potential. The Minister for Tourism will be visiting
Dayboro and Ocean View with me in early May, and that will be another opportunity to move the
tourism industry forward in our region.
•
Along with Peter Dutton and Trevor Ruthenberg, I am coordinating a local employment expo
on 9th July to showcase job opportunities from local employers and to match employers with skilled,
work-ready jobseekers.
•
I am proud to have secured the BrisBricks Lego Expo for Strathpine for June – which has the
potential to bring four or five thousand visitors into our region – and the potential to be a marquee
annual event. Now some have questioned how a Lego Expo will provide a boost to our local
economy, but let me tell you, Lego fanatics come from far and wide for Expos such as this. There
are some 30 exhibitors who are looking for accommodation in the region for the weekend. There
have already been people from as far away as Rockhampton, Toowoomba and Coffs Harbour who
plan on attending the Expo and spending the entire weekend in the region. This event has great
potential to provide an annual boost for our local economy.
•
Tonight I am launching Pine Rivers Business News, a quarterly business newsletter to keep
local businesses up to date with government initiatives and programs that will benefit them and help
them to grow. A copy of the first newsletter is on your table.
These are some of the actions I am taking to show my commitment to our local businesses.
But more important than anything I’m doing, is that our local business community continue to work
closely together to achieve great results for our region.
One of the successes of the process I’ve been facilitating in Dayboro and Ocean View with tourism
operators is that individual business owners are taking responsibility and stepping up to grow their
business whilst working cooperatively to grow our entire region. That’s what we need to see
throughout our region.

We need to see more businesses becoming actively involved with the Chamber of Commerce. We
need to see businesses attending the Strathpine Forum on 6th May and taking ownership for actions
that come out of that event.
Be assured that I am happy to work with any business, industry group or business owner who is
similarly passion about seeing our region prosper.
Pine Rivers is well positioned to develop into a future economic powerhouse. Now is the time to
build on the successes of our past, to take stock of where we’re at, to plan for future growth, then to
launch ourselves into a future where the Pine Rivers economy is once again a thriving, successful
economy with an abundance of employment opportunities.
This is a great region, with great opportunities. I look forward to continuing to work with each of you
as we get on with the job of building a better Pine Rivers.

