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GASFIELDS COMMISSION BILL 2012
I rise to offer a brief contribution in support of the Gasfields Commission Bill 2012. The GasFields
Commission was established in mid-2012 as an independent statutory authority to manage and
improve sustainable co-existence between landholders, regional communities and the onshore gas
industry.
It is an unusual situation that this statutory authority commenced operations before the legislation
was in place to govern its operation. However, as the State Development, Infrastructure and
Industry Committee discovered during our public hearings, this possibly gave us a unique
opportunity to draw upon the experiences of coming up to 12 months of operation so far to help
frame this legislation in a manner that is based on the tangible, on-the-ground work that is already
taking place. This bill now provides the GasFields Commission with a legislative framework and the
powers and functions required to assist it to achieve its goal of managing and improving sustainable
co-existence.
This particular term ‘sustainable co-existence’ was the subject of much discussion during the
committee’s briefings and public hearings. While some submitters wanted to see a clearly stated
definition of sustainable co-existence, there was a fair degree of agreement that what is sustainable
in one region may not necessarily be sustainable in another region and that it was best to not lock in
a one-size-fits-all definition of this particular term.
This bill does not debate the merits of, the safety of, or the need for the coal seam gas industry in
Queensland. What this bill does is acknowledge that the industry is in place, that the industry is
growing and that it needs to be managed in a sustainable manner. For the sake of our regional
communities, our agricultural sector and our environment, we need to ensure that we get this right
the first time and that is part of what this bill is seeking to achieve.
This bill also places an obligation on Queensland government agencies to consult with the
commission when developing policies and legislation that impact on the onshore gas industry. This
obligation is important and will help to ensure that all stakeholder viewpoints and potential impacts
on stakeholders are considered in the development of future policy and legislation relating to coal
seam gas.
The establishment of the commission is a practical demonstration of the Newman government’s
commitment to address conflicts that have arisen and that could potentially arise in the future
between communities, the agricultural sector and the mining industry during the life cycle of the coal
seam gas industry. The establishment of the commission is also a practical demonstration of our
government’s overall commitment to the sustainable growth of both the agriculture and resources
sectors as two essential pillars of Queensland’s four-pillared economy.

During the public hearings it was good to have the opportunity to engage with the current
commissioners about the work they have undertaken since the commencement of the commission.
In its first months, the commission has placed a strong emphasis on building positive working
relationships with key stakeholders, particularly through the establishment of the Gasfields
Community Leaders Council. The council consists of 22 leaders from local government, agriculture
groups, the onshore gas industry and state government departments. This leaders council has a
pivotal role to play as a conduit to the wider community and as part of the communications loop.
The commission has also been engaging with regional business communities, particularly through
engagement with chambers of commerce across the state.
The coal seam gas industry is an important industry for Queensland’s economic future. However, it
is important that we ensure this industry does not grow uncontrollably at the expense of our
agricultural sector, nor at the expense of the long-term health and sustainability of local regional
communities.
The establishment of the GasFields Commission is part of a series of important checks and
balances that are needed to ensure the sustainable development of this very important industry in
Queensland. This legislation provides a robust framework for the operation of the commission, and I
am very pleased to commend the bill to the House.

