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I rise in support of the Police Powers and Responsibilities (Motor Vehicle Impoundment) and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2012.
In my time so far as the member for Pine Rivers, there have been few words that have been more
controversial, emotive and guaranteed to spark a fiery debate than the word `hooning'. Everyone
seems to have an opinion on what hooning is, how it should be enforced and the impact that it has
on our local communities.
In my 2012 electorate-wide survey of residents, hooning ranked as one of the top 10 issues that
residents wanted to see fixed. It also rated in the list of most concerning crimes amongst Pine Rivers
residents. I asked a question on my Facebook page yesterday about hooning and today I printed off
over 21 pages worth of responses to that question. It is an emotive and divisive issue.
I know it is of similar concern in many communities across the state, and this was recognised by the
LNP prior to last year's election when we announced our intention to introduce the toughest antihooning laws in the nation. A fair summary of the need for tougher legislation was made in the
minister's media statement of 12 October 2012 when he said that Queenslanders have had enough
of hoons receiving a slap on the wrist for their dangerous and irresponsible behaviour. Hooning is
not only annoying for decent people out there; it also puts the lives of innocent people who share the
road with these troublemakers at risk.
This legislation provides a thorough and unambiguous set of consequences for dealing with those
who choose to use our roads in an inappropriate and dangerous manner.
However, I do have concerns on this issue in general, and they are concerns that cannot necessarily
be dealt with in this legislation but need to be dealt with subsequent to this legislation and as part of
an ongoing dialogue with local communities.
The first issue is around the actual definition of a hooning act and the general lack of public
awareness of what constitutes a hooning action. The legislation sets out the definition quite clearly
of type 1 and type 2 hooning offences. The committee's report on the legislation quotes a Centre for
Accident Research and Road Safety—Queensland fact sheet that explains that hooning covers a
broad range of antisocial driving behaviours which include illegal street racing, burnouts, doughnuts,
drifting, speed trials and unnecessary speed or acceleration.
When I asked the question again about the definition of hooning on Facebook, I received a variety of
responses. Many people were concerned that the word `hooning' has become a catch-all label that
has lost all meaning from pure overuse. People mentioned all the behaviours that I have just

outlined in the definition but also mentioned things such as car noise, modified cars and a number of
other behaviours. It is important that our community have a clear understanding of what, under the
legislation, constitutes a hooning act and what is simply poor driving.
There is a need to educate our communities on this issue and it is a need that I take seriously and I
am currently working on strategies to help educate Pine Rivers resi(de)3nts about what constitutes a
hooning act.
The second issue that I have with hooning in general is the capacity of our Police Service to be able
to catch hoons. As many in this place would know, to catch someone in the act of hooning is a very
difficult thing. It is a difficult thing to effectively police and I am of the belief that our community
needs to step up and take a more active role in assisting our police in identifying hooning actions
and hooning hot spots.
Just this morning I was speaking with a Bray Park resi(de)3nt and we were talking about this issue. He

So I think there is somewhat of a significant disconnect when I hear car enthusiasts talk to me about
police setting up shop outside the exit of a car show to book drivers with defective vehicles and then
somehow to talk about those enforcement actions as dealing with our hooning problems.
I am also concerned when I hear stories that some police officers undertaking this enforcement
activity may not be fully aware of what actually constitutes a legal or illegal modification, so there
may indeed be a genuine need for some further education of some of our police officers before they
undertake such enforcement.
But what has become clear to me is that we need to foster a better working relationship between car
enthusiasts and local police to minimise the confrontational nature of this relationship that, as I see
it, can develop all too easily. That is something that this legislation cannot deal with but that we need
to be dealing with on a community level.
During May this year the Member the Kallangur and I will be convening a roundtable discussion
locally between car enthusiasts and the Pine Rivers police district as a means of opening up a
positive two-way dialogue on issues of concern. I am also working on other ways to build this
relationship and to ensure that car enthusiasts are not unfairly targeted whilst still ensuring that our
anti-hooning laws are upheld and enforced.
This is important legislation for Queensland, because it sends a clear message that hooning
behaviour is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. However, this legislation cannot be the end of
the story on this issue. We need to ensure that our communities and our enforcement officers are
continually educated, that our communities are assisting police to identify hooning behaviour in hot
spots and that our Police Service and car enthusiasts are working together towards achieving
positive outcomes.
As I work each day towards building a better Pine Rivers, I will continue to work closely with local
residents, business owners, car enthusiasts and our hardworking local Police Service to ensure that
we correctly target the antisocial, dangerous drivers who are disrespecting the Pine Rivers
community through their actions. This legislation is a positive step in dealing with that antisocial
minority. I commend the bill to the House.

