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QUEENSLAND MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION BILL
I rise to offer a contribution in support of the Queensland Mental Health Commission Bill 2012. As the minister
pointed out when introducing this bill to the House, each year one in five Queenslanders experience a mental
illness, including substance abuse disorders, and almost one in two will experience it in their lifetime. The
impacts of mental illness are far reaching and have consequences that reverberate through many sections of
society for each person who suffers from mental illness in its many guises. Mental illness impacts on issues
such as housing, education, employment, criminal justice and child protection and in the Pine Rivers
electorate we, of course, are impacted all too often by the effects of mental illness.
As we heard so passionately from the member for Logan in his contribution to this debate, the bill is important
because it is about people. It is about people's very lives, their wellbeing and their quality of life. Throughout
my working career I have worked in a number of organisations, in employment services, with welfare
organisations and with various community organisations. All too often I have seen the impacts of mental
illness upon our society. In my younger years I did some volunteer work for the Salvation Army Youth
Outreach Service on the streets of inner city Brisbane and on Friday and Saturday nights I saw the impacts of
mental illness on people's lives and our community.
Whilst I am very pleased to see this legislation before the House and am fully supportive of the establishment
of the Queensland Mental Health Commission, I think it is somewhat regrettable that it has taken Queensland
so long to take this important step forward. However, it will be good to see the commission operating and
providing benefits across our community. The importance of this bill is summed up well by the Queensland
Alliance for Mental Health in its submission to the committee. Like the member for Mount Coot-tha, I wish to
quote from that submission, which states—
The establishment of a Queensland Mental Health Commission (QMHC) is an important and exciting step
along the challenging but important path to improve the lives of people who have or will experience mental
illness in Queensland... There are expectations that the QMHC will have significant influence across
government to bring about compelling and bold change.
I commend the Health and Community Services Committee and its chair, the member for Kallangur, for the
report they have prepared and for their recommendations. A couple of issues were raised that I want to speak
about in my contribution today.
The first is to do with the level of resourcing of the commission. This was raised in several submissions to the
committee and was also mentioned in the statement of reservation. Adequate resourcing of the commission is
obviously crucial to its ability to carry out its mandate effectively and I hope that there will be flexibility as the
commission matures to ensure resourcing levels are adequate. We cannot afford to take such an important
step forward only to be hamstrung because the commission is not adequately resourced.
However, I do note that the commission will be working closely in partnership with many other organisations,
both government and non-government. In order to keep a streamlined, efficient commission operating, I
expect that establishing strong partnerships will be critical to ensuring the effectiveness of the commission.
Greater staffing allocations for the commission may not be necessary if those strategic partnerships are well
executed. More staff does not always mean better efficiency or better effectiveness.

Perhaps the most conversional aspect of the bill is the introduction of powers requiring certain mental health
patients under certain circumstances to be wearing monitoring devices. I will touch briefly on this issue. This
power would be an extreme step that would be utilised only under appropriately extreme circumstances.
Whilst I note that submissions that commented on this issue were generally opposed to the power, it is
important to understand the rationale behind this decision. As outlined in the committee's report, the
suggestion of this monitoring capability is designed to strengthen the mental health services' ability to minimise
potential risk and provide a mechanism for early action in response to adverse incidents. I thank the minister
for addressing this issue in his speech today and I listened with interest to what he had to say.
As the minister outlined, it is anticipated that this measure would need to be taken only for certain special
notification forensic patients, of which there are currently approximately 136 in Queensland. The minister
outlined that, even of that current number, there are probably less than 20 where this would even be
considered as an option. I have to admit I have been in two minds about this measure. There is certainly a
very fine line between ensuring the safety of a patient and the general public, and putting a patient in a
situation that may end up having a negative impact on the treatment and recovery of that patient.
I agree with the committee's recommendations that all possible steps need to be taken before monitoring
devices are utilised and that this extreme step should be a last resort. I believe that that is the intention of this
bill. As a last resort for extreme cases where there may be significant potential risk for patients and/or the
general public, I am certainly not opposed to having the option of a monitoring device available.
Again, as was outlined in the minister's speech today, this is the intention of this aspect of the bill. It is to
protect the general public from those who have been convicted of crimes such as murder, rape, manslaughter
or dangerous driving causing death. With this in mind, I am comfortable with this measure being introduced for
those special notification forensic patients where it is deemed necessary as a last resort.
In concluding my contribution, the expected benefits of the Queensland Mental Health Commission to our
society are many: enhanced cooperation across government and non-government sectors, enhanced
coordination of services, greater support and promotion of evidence based practice, an increased focus on
outcomes, boosting health prevention and early intervention efforts, increasing transparency of service
delivery and increased opportunities to proactively target vulnerable and disadvantaged groups. As I stated at
the start of my contribution, this bill is important and I believe long-overdue. It was a commitment that the LNP
made in the lead-up to the last election and a commitment that we are now proudly delivering on.
I am pleased to be able to commend the bill to the House.

