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ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER LAND
HOLDING BILL
I rise to offer a contribution in support of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Land Holding Bill 2012. I
would like to give to the House a bit of a background about why I am so pleased to be able to support this bill,
or one of the many reasons I am pleased to be able to support this bill.
Some members may be aware that, prior to entering this parliament, I worked for nearly three years as a state
manager for a not-for-profit organisation that focused exclusively on Indigenous employment and Indigenous
economic development. In this role I had the opportunity to regularly travel around the state and around the
country—through urban areas, through regional cities, regional and rural towns, Indigenous communities—and
to regularly work alongside business leaders, community leaders, employers, community organisations, job
seekers, advocacy groups and the like in an endeavour to facilitate economic development, employment,
education and training opportunities for Indigenous Queenslanders.
I cannot begin to tell members how frustrating it was to go to town after town, meeting after meeting, and hear
the same stories of how Queensland’s Indigenous communities were so often treated with indifference and as
second-class citizens by the previous Labor government. It seemed that many of the issues being faced by
different communities in different towns were common across the state and too many of them could be traced
back to poor state government policy and poor state government initiatives. In fact, in reality, one of the
reasons that I became involved in politics in the first place was that I got sick of seeing this nonsense going on
around the state and I felt that I needed to be involved in doing something about it.
Whilst I was in these towns and communities to specifically concentrate on developing economic
development, employment and training opportunities for Indigenous Queenslanders, issues of health,
education and housing were frequently raised and all of these issues are intrinsically linked to each other. If
we are ever to resolve some of the complex issues facing Indigenous Queenslanders, we need to be
addressing all of these issues and more in a coordinated approach.
For too long in this state we have seen buckets of money thrown at problems in our Indigenous communities
around the state with an expectation that haphazardly throwing money at Indigenous communities via a range
of individual programs and projects without having too much strategic coordination or cooperation between
them was going to solve issues that in many instances have been issues for generations. I am pleased that
this is not the approach of the Newman government and that bills such as this bill are part of an approach to
these issues that seek to reverse the impacts of many years of haphazard and inefficient policy through wellinformed, well-thought-out and researched policy and programs.
It is interesting to note that this week marks the fifth anniversary of the federal government’s apology to the
stolen generation. Last week, I addressed the staff and students at Bray Park State High School as part of
their healing the past ceremony to mark that anniversary. As part of my speech I made the point that any
apology alone without an accompanying change in the actions of the person, state or nation risks becoming
just empty symbolism. To make any apology meaningful, it must be accompanied by positive action. I am
proud to be part of a government that is taking positive action to close the gap and to provide a better future
for Indigenous Queenslanders.

I take a keen interest in bills such as this bill because of my background in working with Indigenous
Queenslanders and, indeed, in working with disadvantaged communities in general. For that reason I am
pleased to see this bill before the House. I commend the minister for introducing this bill, which will provide
security of tenure and home ownership opportunities for many Indigenous Queenslanders.
Home ownership for Indigenous Queenslanders in some parts of the state is a problematic issue and potential
solutions can often be divisive. It would appear that this is the case, even with this bill. However, I want to
commend the Agriculture, Resources and Environment Committee for the work that it has put into this bill.
From my reading of its report and the submissions it received, the committee has put together a quality report
and made quality recommendations on some very contentious issues.
I take particular note of the issues around DOGITs and the complexity of those particular issues. As a member
of the State Development, Infrastructure and Industry Committee, which, as has already been mentioned, is
currently undertaking an inquiry into land tenure in Queensland, similar issues have arisen through our public
consultations and the submissions we have received. I am pleased to see that there are aspects of this bill
that will complement the work being undertaken by my committee.
Of particular interest was recommendation 7 from the committee recommending that a working group be
established to consider how best to resolve issues in relation to surveying DOGIT land. Again, I think that is
something that the State Development, Infrastructure and Industry Committee will be able to take note and
action in relation to our land tenure inquiry.
This is an important bill for Indigenous Queenslanders. As I have said already, I am pleased to be part of a
government that is taking its responsibilities towards Indigenous Queenslanders seriously and which is
working through consultation, policy and legislation to enable a brighter future for Indigenous Queenslanders.
With that in mind, I am pleased to commend the bill to the House.

