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Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, students – it is an honour to be here at Bray Park State High
th
School with you today to mark the 5 anniversary of the historic apology to the Stolen Generation.
Congratulations on taking this opportunity to remember this important event.
It is right that we take this opportunity to acknowledge and remember the wrongs of our nation’s past. It is right
that we apologised and sought to put those wrongs right.
An equally important part of the healing process though, is that we focus on the future and focus on where we
go from here.
As each of you would realise, if you apologise for something you’ve done wrong, but your actions don’t
change, then your apology simply becomes empty symbolism. To make any apology meaningful, we need to
act to create a better future.
It is important to focus on the opportunities that lie ahead of us.
My generation, and particularly your generation, have an opportunity to build a better future for our country
and for Indigenous Australians.
We have the opportunity to build a future that embraces our Indigenous heritage and focuses on us living
together as one united nation.
Governments obviously have an important role to play in closing the gap and moving us towards this positive
future, but it is up to every one of us, and every one of you, to take every opportunity to make our nation a
better place than it has ever been before.
Again, congratulations to the Bray Park High community for holding this ceremony today to mark the
anniversary of the apology and I hope that each and every one of us will continue to take up the challenge to
build a positive future for Indigenous Australians and for all Australians.

